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CLASSES: 

Forensic Science is a term elective that meets three times a week in the General Science classroom. Lab practicals will take place daily in the adjacent laboratory and on the field.

MATERIALS: 
Textbook: Hidden Evidence by Marc Owens


Labs: Handouts and internet


Other: lab notebook

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

This course is designed for students who are interested in the practical application of Science and Math in solving crimes. Units are mainly hands-on and labs are scheduled within each lesson. You will get training on basic skills used by forensic scientists in areas such as fingerprint analysis, trace evidence comparisons, serology, toxicology, forensic anthropology and crime scene processing. You will have the opportunity to work independently on some projects while working cooperatively with perrs to analyze, solve and comunicate findings from mock criminal situations. 

Prerequisites of the course: Forensic Science is a Biology II, senior level course for students who have completed Algebra I, Introductory Physics and Chemistry, and that have already taken or are currently taking Introductory Biology.
ASSIGNMENTS & GRADING:

Most in-class assignments will consist of brainstorm questions, lab activities and case scenarios that need to be solved. Homework revolves around preparation for lab activities in the form of reading and short questions, or completion of lab reports.

This course will mainly be evaluated on the basis of homework assignments, class participation and lab reports. You will be expected to complete all practical lab activities and to keep a neat lab notebook which will be checked regularly by your teacher. There will also be some quizzes through out the term based on concepts listed on unit outlines. 

For your mid term evaluation, you will complete a case report based on a historical case of your choice following the assignment guidelines that will be posted online on the first week of classes. The final project will consist of the analysis and reporting of a student-developed mock crime scene. 

COURSE OBJECTIVES: 

At the completion of the course, you will hopefully have developed an appreciation for the scientific techniques behind the often glamorized field of Forensic Science. You will have had opportunities to apply the some of the knowledge you acquired in previous science courses and will understand that:

· Scientific knowledge and techniques can help law enforcement to solve crimes by using empirical data to provide objective evidence.

· Even with empirical evidence, statistical uncertainties still exist in scientific conclusions.

